Summer Reading Assignment
Bridge to Terabithia

By: Katherine Paterson

“Friendship can sneak up on a person, particularly when it’s with
someone radically different.” That's what the characters in this story discover
about friendship. Use the following creative exercises to explore the wonders of
having, and being, a friend.

Before Reading

One thing’s for sure: Kids have definite opinions when it comes to
friendship. Rate each of the following statements on a scale of 1-5. A 1 meaning
you strongly disagree with the statement, and a 5 meaning that you strongly
agree with the statement.
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1. Boys should have only male friends and girls should have only female
friends.

2. School is the best place to learn.

3. New friends are better than old friends. __

4. Friends should have a lot in common.

5. We should be watchful of people who are different fromus.
6. Girls and boys shouldn'’t play together at recess.

7. Boys are more adventurous than girls.

8. Adults and kids can become great friends.



Now choose a statement that you rated very high or very low and write a
paragraph to persuade a reader that your opinion is the best. Remember to
state your opinion at the beginning of the paragraph. Give details or reasons
that prove, explain, or support your opinion in the paragraph’s body. Conclude
by restating your opinion in your closing sentence.




Respond to each of the following prompts after reading the indicated
chapter of the story. Short answer responses should be 1-2 paragraphs in
length, with a topic sentence, supporting details and a closing sentence.

Chapter 1

Jess wants to be the fastest boy in the fifth grade. Fill in the blank and use
the following statement as the Topic Sentence of your paragraph: I'd like to be

the best at . Give at least four reasons to

support this statement in the body of your paragraph.




Chapter 3

Author Katherine Peterson writes this classic tale with the help of writing
techniques such as similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia, foreshadowing and
colloquialisms. Practice locating examples of these techniques by answering the
following questions. Write your answers in the blanks. Use the back of this page
if you need more space.

1. Onomatopoeia is the use of a word that sounds like its meaning. The words
buzz, slosh and creak are examples of onomatopoeia. Find one example of
onomatopoeia in each of these chapters. Write the sentence and the page
number that contains the onomatopoeia.

Chapter 1:

Chapter 2:

Chapter 3:

2. Foreshadowing is a hint from the author that tells the reader, “Here’s a clue
about something that’s going to happen next.” What example of foreshadowing is
in chapter 1? Include the page number(s).

3. A simile compares two unlike things using the words like or as (for example,
“She was as tall as an oak tree”). What simile in chapter 3 is about the boys in
Jess’s class? Include the page number.




4. A metaphor compares two unlike things without using like or as (for example,
“He was a busy bee as he worked”). Find two metaphors about Miss Edmunds in

chapter 2. What two objects do they compare Miss Edmunds to? Include the
page number(s).

5. A colloquialism is a common word or phrase used by people in their
conversations. For example, “Gonna run?” is a colloquialism for “Are you going to

run?” Find an example of a colloquialism in each of the chapters listed. Include
the page number(s).

Chapter 1:

Chapter 2:

Chapter 3:




Chapter 5

Do you think it is right for Jess and Leslie to get back at Janice Avery?
Why or why not? Give details and reasons from the book to support your opinion.




Chapter 7

The Aarons family and the Burke family couldn’t be more different.
Compare and contrast these two unique families by completing a Venn Diagram.
Use the Venn Diagram to show how the two families are different, and how they
are alike.



Chapter 9

Jess is afraid of crossing the creek. Tell about a time when you were
afraid. What were you afraid of and how did you deal with your fear?




Chapter 12

What is your opinion of Jess’s dad? Give details and reasons from the
book to support your opinion.




Chapter 13

Just as Jess’s bridge carries May Belle into Terabithia, Leslie carries Jess
from his old existence to a new life of imagination, beauty and wonder. Compare
Jess’s life before he met Leslie, to Jess’s life after he became friends with Leslie.

Before Leslie:

After Leslie:




After Reading

Now that you have finished reading Bridge to Terabithia, write a book
review explaining what you thought about the book. Did you like the book? What
was good about the book? What didn’t you like about the book? Would you
recommend the book to a friend? Where does this book rate compared to other
books you’ve read? Draw your “Mental Image” for this book on the back of this

page.




Mental Image




